380                PART VIII. The Citizen and the State
Claims Tribunal and a Shipping Claims Tribunal. Both tribunals
may be compelled by the High Court to state a special case for
the opinion of the court on a point of law.
General            The law does not allow a private owner unlimited and unlicensed
Restrictions    use of jjjs property. The old writ of trespass and its extensions by
Property and means of actions on the case provided the common law with the
Freedom       means of resisting invasion of proprietary rights. Trespass to land
of Contract.   an(j conversjon of goods are civil wrongs and, if malicious injury be
inflicted, are also statutory criminal offences. The owner or occupier
may not use his land so as to constitute a nuisance either to the
public at large or to his neighbour in particular. Adjoining owners
are liable for the support of adjacent land, but not buildings thereon,
in the absence of a right of support being acquired.  There is a
liability accruing from the escape of dangerous things. Both as to
land and other forms of property there are numbers of statutory
restrictions on  use or  disposition, which are imposed by such
statutes as Public Health Acts, 1875-1936; Petroleum Act; 1934;
Coal Industry Nationalisation Act, 1946, and the Town and Country
Planning Act, 1947. No building can be erected without approval
of the plans by the appropriate authority. The relationship of land-
lord and tenant is for the most part controlled by statutes which
restrict freedom of contract with the object of protecting the tenant.
Freedom of contract in other spheres is often restricted; employers
are required to contribute for the benefit of their employees as well as
on account of themselves and their families to the national insurance
scheme and also to contribute to the insurance of their employees
against industrial injuries received in the course of employment.
Under war conditions all production and manufacture were under
the control of agencies of the Central Government and many of these
controls were continued into the post-war economy, though the
majority have now been abandoned or relaxed, without, however,
the power to re-impose them being rescinded in many cases.
The catalogue of restrictions which are now a permanent part of
the welfare State must not lead to the inference that similar restraints
exist in the sphere of political, as compared with economic liberty.
Freedom of the person from arrest, freedom of speech in all its
aspects could be made subject to restrictions in the same way as
restraint has been imposed upon freedom of contract in the economic
sphere, namely by Parliament. But the climate of political opinion
is the constitutional safeguard against an abuse of the legal power of
Parliament to destroy what has been built up over centuries by Par-
liament itself and no less by the Judiciary in restraining the powers
of the Executive. That the legal power exists is illustrated by the
account of emergency powers which follows.